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Anne Katz, RN, PhD, is a well-known author and presenter in the area of cancer and sexu-

ality, as well as survivorship. In her day job, she works as a clinical nurse specialist, helping 

men newly diagnosed with prostate cancer make treatment decisions. She is also an American 

Association of Sex Counselors, Educators, and Therapists–certified sexuality counselor, work-

ing with men and women of all ages with all different kinds of cancer who are experiencing 

sexual difficulties during and after treatment. Anne has written eight books about cancer, with 

a ninth underway. She is an avid traveler and lover of fine food and wine.

Anne is the editor of ONF and can be reached at ONFEditor@ons.org.
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T 
he following thought leaders, educators, and researchers comprise the Editorial Board of the Oncology Nursing Forum (ONF) 
for 2014. Each brings a unique skill set based on years of oncology experience to the work of the journal. The associate 
editors support the mission of ONF: To convey research information related to practice, technology, education, and leader-

ship, to disseminate oncology nursing research and evidence-based practice to enhance transdisciplinary high-quality cancer care, 
and to stimulate discussion of critical issues relevant to oncology nursing. Each associate editor shepherds a column in the journal; 
their contributions can be seen in every issue. Contact information for the editors can be found at the end of each description.

Lisa B. Aiello-Laws, RN, MSN, 

AOCNS®, APN-C, is a doctoral candi-
date in the College of Nursing at Villano-
va University. She has been an oncology 
nurse for 18 years. She was the program 
coordinator for a cancer risk evaluation 
program in Philadelphia, PA, until mov-
ing to Cape May, NJ. She is an active 
member and ex-officio (past president) 
of the Oncology Nursing Society (ONS) 

Cancer Genetics Special Interest Group (SIG). She is also a 
member of the International Society of Nurses in Genetics and 
is the chair of their Oncology SIG. Lisa teaches an online genet-
ics course for the College of Nursing and Health Professions 
at Drexel University in Philadelphia. She works as a database 
manager for eviti, Inc.®, in Philadelphia.

Lisa is the associate editor of the Genetics and Genomics 
column and can be reached at llaws@eviti.com.

Susan Weiss Behrend, RN, MSN, 

AOCN®, is an advanced practice on-
cology nurse. She has functioned as 
a clinical nurse specialist in the areas 
of medical and radiation oncology 
for 30 years. She is a graduate of the 
University of Pennsylvania with a BSN 
and MSN from the School of Nursing, 
as well as a BA in Spanish literature 
from the College of Arts and Sciences. 

Susan is certified as an AOCN® from the Oncology Nursing 
Certification Corporation. Her clinical experience focuses on 
the care of adult individuals in medical oncology outpatient 

Meet the Editorial Board and Publishing Staff

settings. Susan also is accomplished as a clinician in the field 
of radiation oncology nursing within a comprehensive cancer 
center. She has written and edited numerous articles, textbook 
chapters, and journals on topics related to her specialty, and 
frequently appears as a guest lecturer and consultant. Susan 
has been featured nationally as a moderator for a professional 
video series for oncology nurses.

Susan also has been an international guest lecturer and con-
sultant to Shorinsha, Inc. (a nursing publication organization) 
in Japan, where she served as faculty for a nurse expert confer-
ence in Tokyo and Kyoto. Additional international invitations 
include Health Manpower Development Nurse Expert Faculty 
Singapore. In this capacity, Susan served as radiation oncol-
ogy nurse expert in residence at the National Cancer Center 
of Singapore.

Susan has held several leadership positions within ONS, 
including associate chair of the ONS Steering Council as 
well as a board member of the former Oncology Education 
Services, a subsidiary of ONS. In 2007, Susan was honored 
to receive the Ellyn Bushkin Friend of the ONS Foundation 
Award that designated her as a committed lifelong sup-
porter of the ONS Foundation. Her professional experience 
combines the roles of educator and clinician as a consultant 
to the Department of Continuing Nursing Education and as 
a clinical specialist in the Department of Radiation Oncology 
and Ambulatory Oncology at Fox Chase Cancer Center in 
Philadelphia, PA.

Susan is the associate editor for the Update On . . . column 
and can be reached at swbehrend@comcast.net.
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Cindy J. Rishel, PhD, RN, OCN®, 
received her Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing degree from Wichita State 
University in Kansas. Throughout 
her 40-plus year career as an RN, she 
has worked in a variety of settings, 
including adult intensive care unit/
critical care unit, high-acuity inpatient 
pulmonary unit, and adult and pedi-
atric bone marrow transplantation/

hematology/oncology. Rishel has extensive Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services, Joint Commission, and Foundation 
for the Accreditation of Cellular Therapy accreditation and 
survey experience. She has several years of hospice and pallia-
tive care experience both in a free-standing hospice program 
and an inpatient palliative care program. She earned her PhD 
in nursing from the University of Arizona where she received 
the Outstanding Dissertation Award for her research study The 
Realization of Parental Knowing: End-of-Life Decision Making in 
Pediatric Blood and Marrow Transplantation. She has published 
in ONF and is also a peer reviewer for the journal. Rishel has 
presented her conceptual framework for the study of end-of-life 
decision making and her research findings at several national 
conferences, receiving the first place award for her poster pre-
sentation at the 11th ONS Research Conference in Los Angeles, 
CA. Currently, she is an administrator in nursing research and 
practice at the University of Arizona Medical Center, University 
Campus, and a clinical associate professor in the College of 
Nursing at the University of Arizona. She is a member of Sigma 
Theta Tau International Honor Society of Nursing and ONS. 
Her research interests include pediatric oncology, end-of-life 
issues and symptom management for pediatric patients and 
their families, and pediatric palliative care and parent decision 
making at the end of life.

Cindy is an associate editor for the Leadership and Pro-
fessional Development column and can be reached at rishel 
mom@gmail.com. 

Anne Marie C. Flaherty, MSN, RN, 

APNc, has more than 30 years of oncol-
ogy experience. She graduated from the 
Bellevue School of Nursing at Hunter 
College in New York City and worked 
in many capacities at Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center, her last position 
as a clinical nurse specialist in genitouri-
nary cancer. She earned her Master of 
Science in Nursing degree from Adelphi 

University on Long Island. Currently, she is an advanced practice 
nurse in gastrointestinal oncology at the John Theurer Cancer 
Center in Hackensack, NJ, in a collaborative practice with a 
medical oncologist. Her specialty includes symptom manage-
ment of patients with solid tumors. She has many publications, 
including chapters in textbooks and journals as well as online 
continuing education programs. Within ONS she has served as a 
reviewer for ONF, instructor for the online Lung Cancer Course, 
and trainer for the Chemotherapy/Biotherapy Course. She par-
ticipated on the American Society of Clinical Oncology panel 
that revised the Antiemetic Guidelines for 2011. She is looking 
forward to ONF’s Clinical Challenges feature as a venue to pro-

Diane G. Cope, PhD, ARNP, BC,  

AOCNP®, received her doctorate in 
nursing from the University of Miami 
in Coral Gables, FL, and her master’s 
in nursing from the University of Ak-
ron in Ohio. She has been an oncology 
nurse for more than 20 years, previously 
working as a staff nurse and educator 
in graduate and undergraduate nurs-
ing, and is currently an oncology nurse 

practitioner in the ambulatory setting at Florida Cancer Spe-
cialists and Research Institute in Fort Myers, FL. Her research 
and practice specialty area is breast cancer. Diane has coedited 
geriatric oncology nursing books, published numerous journal 
articles and book chapters, and presented at national confer-
ences. She has served previously as a reviewer and associate 
editor for ONF and the Clinical Journal of Oncology Nursing. 

Diane is the associate editor for the Methods and Meanings 
column and can be reached at dgcope@comcast.net.

vide oncology nurses with interesting cases and the knowledge 
to improve patient care.

Anne Marie is an associate editor for the Clinical Challenges 
column and can be reached at aflaherty@HackensackUMC.org.

Meet Your ONS Staff

From top, left to right: Bill Tony, BA, CQIA, Director of Publica-
tions; Sean Pieszak, BA, Staff Editor; Mike Minjock, BA, Produc-
tion and Permissions Manager; Amanda Baker, BS, Copy Editor; 
Leslie McGee, BA, Managing Editor; Jessica Moore, BA, BS, Copy 
Editor; Jaclyn Enderle, BA, Copy Editor; Natalie Aitken Tooch, 
Editorial Assistant; Sarah Reagle, BA, Copy Editor
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