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nowledge of pain physiology, assessment, treatment, 
and management has grown exponentially since the 
advent of aspirin in the United States in 1899. A 

quick Internet search on Google™ in February 2008 revealed 
some staggering numbers. 
• Pain in the search engine pulls 200,000,000 hits.
• Pain treatment produces 8,490,000 hits.
• Pain symptoms reveals 3,090,000 hits.
• Pain causes/risk factors produces 10,500,000 hits.
• Pain for healthcare providers reveals 253,253,000 hits.
• Pain organizations produces 765,000 hits.

In addition, the number of organizations dedicated to the 
study, treatment, and management of acute and chronic pain 
abound (see Figure 1). A number of organizations exist solely 
to focus attention, study, and research on specific syndromes 
such as back pain, migraines, trigeminal neuralgia, reflex 
sympathetic dystrophy, chest pain, post-herpetic pain, arthri-
tis, joint pain, pain from a cancer diagnosis, neuropathic pain, 
fibromyalgia, age-related pain, and sickle cell pain. This does 
not represent a complete list. Knowledge has been gained, 
published, and often presented at national meetings and the 
amount of pain knowledge available to learn is almost beyond 
comprehension.

State of Pain and Pain Management
With all of this knowledge and available expertise, what 

is the state of pain and pain management in the United 
States and the world today? Examine this sample of sober-
ing facts.
• TwentypercentofAmericansaged65andolderreported

pain that has persisted for more than 24 hours (Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention [CDC] National Center for 
Health Statistics Press Office, 2006).

• About66%ofadultsaged65andolderwhoexperienced
pain said it lasted one year or more (CDC National Center 
for Health Statistics Press Office).

• OneinfiveadultAmericans(about30millionpeople)ex-
perienced chronic pain (Chou, Clark, & Helfand, 2003).

• Inpatientswithchronicpain,60%reportedthatmul-
tiple regions of the body experience pain (Trescot et al., 
2006). 
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In a study of 753 veterans and members of the military 
forceswhorespondedtoawrittensurvey,96%reportedthey
wereinpain,withmorethan54%reportingpainformore
than 10 years (American Pain Foundation, 2007). Although 
75%statedthatemotionalsupportwas“moderately”or“very”
important,15%respondedthattheyreceivednoemotional
support for pain (American Pain Foundation).

An estimated 4 out of 10 Americans say pain interferes 
with their mood, activities, sleep, ability to work, or enjoy-
ment of life (CDC National Center for Health Statistics Press 
Office, 2006).

Patients with cancer experience unrelieved pain. Thirty 
percentofnewlydiagnosedpatientsand30%–50%ofpatients
undergoing active treatment for their disease report unrelieved 
pain.Inpatientswithadvancedmalignancy,70%–90%report
pain that is not relieved (American Cancer Society, 2007).

Sixty-six percent of older adult patients with end-stage 
cancerreportunrelievedpainandabout83%ofolderadult
patients with dementia and end-stage cancer report unrelieved 
pain (Matulonis, 2004).

The Study to Understand Prognoses and Preferences for 
Outcomes and Risks of Treatments (SUPPORT) found that 
73%ofpatientswithadvancedcanceradmittedforpalliative
care receive inadequate pain relief (SUPPORT Principal In-
vestigators,1995).VonGunten(2005)suggested“that,ofthe
1 million dying Americans who have pain, 300,000 of them 
wantmorepainrelief”(p.S89).Godfrey,Harrison,Freidberg,

Jeri L. Ashley, RN, MSN, AOCNS®, is an 
oncology clinical nurse specialist and admin-
istrative director at Baptist Trinity Hospice 
in Memphis, TN. No financial relationships 
to disclose. Mention of specific products 
and opinions related to those products do 
not indicate or imply endorsement by the 
Oncology Nursing Forum or the Oncology 
Nursing Society (ONS). As the recipient of 
the 2008 ONS Clinical Lectureship Award, 

Ashley presented this article at the ONS 33rd Annual Congress in 
Philadelphia, PA.

Digital Object Identifier: 10.1188/08.ONF.E70-E75

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 0

5-
06

-2
02

4.
 S

in
gl

e-
us

er
 li

ce
ns

e 
on

ly
. C

op
yr

ig
ht

 2
02

4 
by

 th
e 

O
nc

ol
og

y 
N

ur
si

ng
 S

oc
ie

ty
. F

or
 p

er
m

is
si

on
 to

 p
os

t o
nl

in
e,

 r
ep

rin
t, 

ad
ap

t, 
or

 r
eu

se
, p

le
as

e 
em

ai
l p

ub
pe

rm
is

si
on

s@
on

s.
or

g.
 O

N
S

 r
es

er
ve

s 
al

l r
ig

ht
s.


